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The Gravel Laker

 President's Corner

I have both a little news and a little gossip to report.  The news to report is that, although our weed 
treatment program continues to be successful in controlling invasive species, we will be looking 
into whether controlling some of the late season emergents (native weeds) is appropriate.  Ad-
ditionally, the board will continue to seek a better solution for the flooding on the swamp road that 
provides access for Streeter and Chamberlin Drives.  

The gossip I've heard is threefold.  While attending a Porter Township board meeting in April, 
I heard that Cedar Lake, Hemlock Lake, and possibly other lakes on the way to Marcellus are 
considering connection to the Lakes Area Sewer Authority (LASA).  Our sewer system has ample 
capacity for these lakes and the additional fees could help keep our monthly rates static for years 
to come.  I've also been told that there are beavers on and around Gravel Lake—I've heard this 
can be both good and bad.  Let us know what you think (and see). Also, take a look at the wildlife 
segment in this issue of the Gravel Laker to learn about these animals.

Finally, fishermen are catching walleye! (...or at least they say they are!)  You keep catchin' 'em 
and we'll keep stockin' ‘em.
 
If you have feedback on these topics or others, please email me at cucad4@hotmail.com.
 
Craig DeSimone
GLA President
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   Gravel Lake Association 2012 Calendar 

BOARD/MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS:
       •Saturday, June 9th at 10am – Membership Meeting
               - Location – Raab’s pole barn on Gebhard Beach
               - Trustee elections
               - Dues collection
               - 50-50 raffle
               - Buy Gravel Lake paraphernalia – shirts, coozies, towels, etc.
       •Saturday, July 14th  Board of Trustees meeting at 10am (Porter Township Hall)
       •Saturday, August 11th at 10am – Membership Meeting 
              - Location – Raab’s pole barn on Gebhard Beach
              - Trustee elections
              - 50-50 raffle
              - Buy Gravel Lake paraphernalia
       •Saturday, September 8th Board of Trustees meeting at 10am (Porter Township Hall)

FOURTH OF JULY ACTIVITIES:  Saturday, June 30th – Sunday, July 1st 
       •Fun Run – Saturday, June 30th at 10AM – Willow Beach Resort
             - $4 per person
             - All ages
             - Prizes and refreshments
       •Kids’ Games –  TENTATIVE Saturday, June 30th at 12PM – Willow Beach Resort
  Look on the website and for signs regarding Kids' Games as we get closer to the event.
             - Ages 1-12
             - Prizes for all participants
       •Paddle Boat Regatta – Saturday, June 30th at 6PM
             - Location - Channel
             - Register at 5:45PM at the Public Access
             All participants MUST have certified flotation devices
             - Divisions
                    - 1-person kayak
                    - 2-person kayak
                    - Youth paddle boat (both racers under 12)
                    - Adult paddle boat
        •Boat Parade – Sunday, July 1st at 3PM - Theme: Circus! 
         Register via email with Carlie Stogis by Friday, June 29th 
                    - cstogis@gmail.com
                    - Include FAMILY NAME, THEME (description of boat), BEACH
            - Prizes!

FUNDRAISERS:
        •Gravel Lake Social 
        – (Date not set, but most likely will be in early August.  Check for signs and on the Gravel Lake website in
           late July for the official date.)
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 Steve's Poetry

A GL Summer
It’s almost summer

Sunshine, swimming, and good times
We love Gravel Lake.

Unravel
There once was a lake called Gravel,

A place worth the travel.
Swimming in the sun,

Friends & fun,
And the best place to unravel!

Oh Summer, you are the best
Oh summer you are the best

Better than winter and all the rest
When I ski I wear a vest

Oh look! A bird on the cottage made a nest.

Submitted by Steve Paramski, Huff’s Landing

If you’d like to see your poetry or pictures in the next issue of the Gravel Laker, email Jamie Paramski at 
jparamski@gmail.com.
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 Michigan Lakes and Streams Association

Do you love Gravel Lake? Want to make sure it remains the idyllic place you enjoy? Meet the Michigan 
Lakes and Streams Association (MLSA), an organization created to protect Michigan lakes and the interest 
of Michigan riparians. This is a group that works to help our lakes last and to encourage everyone’s enjoy-
ment of their lakefront property.

MLSA is the organization that brings us information on just about any lake topic we might be faced with. 
Our own Gravel Lake Association has received help with weed management and sewer options in the past. 
Gravel Lake resident, Sheri Kurtyak, volunteers with the Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program that MLSA 
puts together in an effort to track the health of Michigan lakes. GLA also subscribes to an important maga-
zine called, The Michigan Riparian which is the quarterly publication associated with MLSA. This magazine 
has recently published articles about lake management throughout Michigan and the new road end bill that 
has been put into effect for this season. MLSA is also affiliated with Michigan Waterfront Alliance that works 
in Lansing to lobby for the protection of your riparian rights. 

The Michigan Lakes and Streams Association also provides many opportunities for education. Gravel Lake 
Association president, Craig DeSimone, goes to the semiannual regional meeting in Decatur to keep up-to-
date on news and issues from other Michigan lake associations. MLSA has a fall regional conference, also 
attended by our president, which has featured topics such as lakescaping, invasive species, and aquatic 
plants. They also hold a two day spring conference at Boyne Mountain to discuss topics like inland lake 
management, riparian rights review, lake friendly zoning ordinances, and many more. 

If you wish you could do more for your lake and want to keep up with new, important legal developments, 
you should join MLSA, or, you should at least check out one of their two publications: Buying and Selling 
Waterfront Property in Michigan or Michigan Lake Associations: The Nuts and Bolts, both by Clifford H. 
Bloom (attorney for MLSA). Membership in MLSA is only $35 a year and that includes a subscription to The 
Michigan Riparian magazine.

For more information about Michigan Lakes and Streams and to become a member: www.mymlsa.org

To learn more about The Michigan Riparian or to subscribe to the magazine: www.mi-riparian.org

Information about Michigan Waterfront Alliance can be found at: www.MWAI.org

-Melissa Dunigan, Contributing writer
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  Farewell to Gravel Lake Friends

George H. Ehemann 
George H. Ehemann passed away on March 6, 2012, 
surrounded by family.  George is survived by his wife, 
Louise H. Ehemann.  George and Louise bought their 
home on Huff’s Landing in 1979.  They came to Gravel 
Lake with their four children from Twin Lakes in 
Dowagiac at the recommendation of their good friends, 
Bill and Pat Metz (Winkler Beach) who had just dis-
covered and bought a home on this incredible lake.  
Those who were lucky enough to know George would 
tell you he was a genuine, loving person, and he 
always had a new joke to tell.  He was an amazing 
father and grandfather.  Summer memories would not be complete without his presence.  He enjoyed sitting on the 
front patio, watching his grandchildren play on the beach and observing the boats go by.  He could be seen at the 
young age of 65 waterskiing behind the family boat, a peach-colored Century speed boat.  He taught countless 
people how to waterski over the years, and he was always willing to go “just one more lap.”  

My family and I would like to say thank you to all of the support from our Gravel Lake friends.  

Jamie Paramski

Lillian McGreal (Wallace)
My mom, Lillian, passed away on December 6, 2011. She is survived 
by my dad, Jim (Jr.), 4 children and 4 grandchildren. Her mom and 
dad, my grandfather and grandmother, started coming to Gravel Lake 
in the 1930's. They would rent cottages at Dugan's Landing during 
those early years and eventually purchase a cottage on Sandy Beach 
when that area was developed after WW II.
Mom had many stories of those early days at the lake wth family and 
friends. She would remember great hayride parties with Freddy 
Winkler and trips to Decatur to see ventriloquist Edgar Bergen & 
Charlie McCarthy. 

Her legacy continues with us who enjoy the lake she loved so much.
Jim McGreal

We were lucky enough to get her reminisences filmed and are part of 
the Gravel Lake video archives on our website.

Lillian at Gravel Lake - 1942
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  The Gravel Lake Beaver

Many of us saw it swimming in the lake or crossing the 
swamp road and couldn't believe our eyes.  “It's a musk-
rat!”, we said, “Or maybe it's a big squirrel.  No wait, it’s 
a…beaver?”   Yes, that is a beaver roaming around, and 
swimming in Gravel Lake.  In the past few years, the 
beaver population in Southwestern Michigan has dramati-
cally increased, and we have begun to  see beavers where 
there never were before.  Depending on how you look at it, 
this could be a good thing or a bad thing for the beaver's 
new found home on the "swamp road" of Gravel Lake.  

Beavers are attracted to running water in shallow valleys, 
and are famous for building dams which stop the flow of 

the water, creating their ideal habitat.  These flat-tailed, furry mammals use tree branches, sticks and mud 
to create a dam at the shallowest part of a stream or river.  This creates a pond-like environment or wetland 
that becomes a rich habitat for fish, ducks, frogs, birds, turtles and other small wetland creatures.  The prun-
ing, or chewing, that beavers do allows trees and bushes to come back twice as leafy and hearty the next 
season. Beavers peel sticks and branches off trees to create a teepee near the shore of their dam in which 
they will live and raise their young. 

Beavers are an interesting social creature.  Usually around the third year of life, they leave home and 
choose mates that they stay with for life. Both male and female beavers care for their young, or kits, to-
gether.  Generally, a female beaver will give birth to 1-8 kits in the spring.  Each beaver couple may have 
several litters throughout their lifetime and once the second litter comes along, the older siblings help to 
rear the young. 

Beavers are vegetarians and eat green bark, water lily tubers, leaves and tree branches.  During the cold 
winter months beavers swim to the bottom of their dam and choose branches and food from their ready 
supply to munch on. Their large upper and lower incisors are great for felling trees and chewing up a meal 
but they do get worn down with all of that grinding. This is not problematic, however, because beavers’ 
teeth never stop growing their entire lives!  With all of that hearty eating, a beaver can reach up to 40 lbs. in 
weight.  

Ever wonder what’s up with that large, flat, heavy tail?  It actually has several uses. The beavers’ tail helps 
it steer its large wet body through the water. A beaver will also slap it’s tail on the water to create a warn-
ing noise for it’s beaver family in the event of danger.  Another use for that tail is as a balancing aid on land 
when the beaver is carrying damming materials and foraging along the shoreline.  
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  The Gravel Lake Beaver  (continued)

The dammed areas that beavers create are some of the most vital and thriving eco-systems in the world, those 
that rival tropical rainforests.  However the damming can also become a burden, especially when it occurs in 
residential areas. Not only can beavers cut down an entire tree in a matter of hours but their damming can cause 
flooding over roads or destroy private properties.  If a beaver sets its sights on one of your trees or bushes, there 
are ways to prevent damage to your property other than the radical extermination some people turn to. Simply 
encase the bottom 1 foot to 2 feet of the tree in a wire cylinder or wire fencing.  This quick and easy technique is 
all it takes to keep the beaver's teeth away from your vegetation!  Even though beavers have some wild enemies, 
including bears, cougars, or bobcats, humans remain their greatest foe.  

Tricia Barker, Contributing writer

Sources: 
http://www.beaversolutions.com/tree_protection.asp
http://www.landscouncil.org/beaversolution/facts_on_beavers.asp
http://www.beaversww.org/beavers-and-wetlands/about-beavers/
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2010/03/increase_in_beaver_population.html

Storage Barns For Sale
29582 94TH AVE, Marcellus, MI 

269-720-3682
Income property for sale:  Store Boats, 
cars, and trailers.  Pay for your property 

with very little effort. New Roofs.
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   Mango Cilantro Salsa

      (recipe courtesy of Bobby Flay via FoodNetwork.com)

     This is a very versatile recipe that you can alter to your 
     tastes.  Goes well with chips, or spread over grilled chicken.
     
     Ingredients:
     - 2 mangoes, peeled and diced    
     - 1/4 cup finely chopped red onion
     - 1 medium jalapeño, seeded and diced
       (add the seeds for a spicier salsa) 
     -  2 Tbsp chopped cilantro
     - 3 Tbsp lime juice
     - 3 Tbsp fresh orange juice
     - Salt and freshly ground pepper to taste
     
     Directions:
     Combine the mangoes, onion, jalapeño, cilantro, lime juice, and 
     orange juice in a bowl and gently mix. Season to taste with salt 
     and pepper.  Let sit in the refrigerator covered in  plastic wrap 
     for 30 minutes to allow flavors to blend.  Serve chilled.

ESTABLISHED 1950

Floyd & Tom Jerdon 
BROKERS

Lake Property Specialists

269-782-4000
32502 M-62 WEST - Dowagiac, MI 49047

Visit our WEBSITE!
www.jerdon.net
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 Gravel Lake Fourth of July Word Find
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   The Gravel Lake Crossword

ACROSS:
  2. delicious summertime melon
  5. third month of the summer
  6. “Our lake friends are our ____ friends.”
  7. first official day of summer: June ____
  8. a Bells brewery summertime favorite
  9. the “Champagne of Beers”
10. foot-powered vessel
11. activity with a pole, bait, line and lots of patience
15. holiday that kicks off summer
16. the season Gravel Lakers look forward to from fall 
      through spring
17. the first month of the summer
18. the Gravel Lake party in August where lakers of all
      ages are invited
19. “Come to the membership meeting and pay your ____”
20. acronym for the Gravel Lake Association
21. skiing with one ski

DOWN:
  1. America’s birthday
  3. summertime grilling favorites
  4. the happiest place on Earth
10. the boat that goes slow
11. non-kin people you hang out
      with at the GL
12. you must have one of these
      on the boat for each person
13. kin
14. the first-Monday-in-September 
      holiday
17. seventh month

Answers available on p. 20.
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Treasurer's Report

Beginning Balance as of  1/1/11  $16,863.73   
    
Deposits          
 
Koozie, Towels and Tee-Shirt Sales  $396.00  
2011 Membership Dues - 19        $501.00   
2011 Membership Dues - 10  $665.00   
2011 Membership Dues - 4     $171.00   
2011 Membership Dues - 2  
 & 1 Beach Towel       $95.00   
2011 Membership Dues  - 4               $148.00   
2011 Membership Dues  - 20            $1,258.00   
2011 Membership Dues  - 16  $630.00   
2011 Membership Dues  - 22  $914.00   
2011 Membership Dues  - 9  $516.00   
2011 Membership Dues - 22  
2 for 2010 Dues                         $1,008.00   
2011 Membership Dues - 6   $276.00   
Advertising                                              $50.00   
Split the Pot Proceeds                               $65.00   
2011 Membership Dues    $546.00   
2011 Membership Dues    $527.00   
2011 Membership Dues    $853.00   
Apparel Sales    $670.00   
Advertising                                               $25.00   
Bowling Outing    $170.00   
Apparel Sales    $844.00   
2011 Membership Dues   $268.00   
Apparel Sales      $90.00   
Apparel Sales    $464.00   
2011 Membership Dues     $35.00   
2011 Membership Dues   $188.00   
Split the Pot - August Meeting    $31.00   
2011 Membership Dues                   $113.00  
Additional Donation                                $20.00 
Apparel Sales & 4 Social Tickets      $359.00  
 Gravel Lake Social                            $2,490.00
 Gravel Lake Social                                       $1,015.00



Gravel Lake Association      -- P.O. Box 531,  Lawton,  MI 49065 --       www.gravellake.org
17 

Treasurer's Paid Listing Report (continued)

Deposits (continued) 

Petty Cash for Social                 $100.00  
2011 Membership Dues                       $70.00   
2011 Membership Dues                   $245.00   
Apparel Sales & 1 Dues                   $780.00  
Gravel Lake Social                              $101.00      
2011 Membership Dues - 2                       $80.00
Deposit & adjustment                  $250.70

Total Deposits                           $17,027.70  
          
 
Expenses     

The Michigan Riparian                   $352.00  
Michigan Waterfront Alliance       $100.00      
Superior Imaging - 
Gravel Lakers (print & mail)       $622.88      
Michigan Lakes and 
Stream Membership Dues                   $175.00 
United States Post Office - 
Stamps for Invoices                              $183.20   
Staples - Copies of Inv. 
Treatment Notices, Envelopes       $118.08 
Janice Pinkos- Reimbursement 
for Return Address Labels                       $13.36      
South Michigan Insurance - 
Surety Bond Renewal                   $100.00      
Postmaster - PO Box Rental           $26.00      
Craig DeSimone - 
Reimbursement for Mic Stand            $21.19 
Superior Imaging - 
Gravel Lakers (printing only)        $347.18
Crown Trophy - July 4th Boat Race          $87.93  
Rumpel Shirt Skin - 
Gravel Lake Apparel                           $2,461.60  
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Treasurer's Paid Listing Report (continued)

Expenses (continued)

Lauren Michelli - 
Reimbursement for 
July 4th Kids Games                    $144.92  
Dan McDevitt - 
Reimbursement for Bouy maintenance  $115.80   
Suzanne Reed - 
Reimbusement - 
Office Max, Signs, Stamps                      $72.09  
Newell Agency Inc. - 
Directory & Offices Insurance       $924.25   
Auto Owners Insurance - 
Liability Insurance                              $223.00   
Craig DeSimone - 
Prepaid Kinko’s Card & other copies        $79.77      
Janice Pinkos- 
Reimbursement Meeting Refreshments    $45.64   
Petty Cash for Social                   $100.00   
Drop Anchor - Gravel Lake Social       $855.00   
Logan Smith - 
DJ for Gravel Lake Social                   $300.00 
Rumpel Shirt Skin - 
Gravel Lake Apparel                   $554.24   
Carlie Stogis - Reimbursement            $34.06   
Superior Imaging - Fall Gravel Laker   $446.08      
Jennifer Kitzmiller - 
Reimbursement for 
Boater Safety Cards                               $103.71  
Suzanne Reed - 
Reimbusement Kids Games at Social       $62.50 
Laggis Fish Farm - Deposit            $1,100.00     
Laggis Fish Farm - 
Fish Stocking Balance                           $1,070.00     
Auto Owners Insurance - 
Liability Insurance                                $41.00  
    
Total Expenses                                    $10,880.48  
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Treasurer's Paid Listing Report (continued)

Checkbook Balance as of 12/31/11   $23,010.95   
Other Assets:
Certificate of Deposit - Maturity Date 2/12/12      $5,197.18
Certificate of Deposit - Maturity Date 2/12/12     $5,197.18
Certificate of Deposit - Maturity Date 6/12/12    $5,252.41  
Total Other Assets    $15,646.77 

Total Funds     $38,657.72 
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  Answers to Gravel Lake crossword (from p. 13)

ACROSS:

2. watermelon
5. August 
6. best
7. twentieth
8. Oberon
9. High Life
10. paddleboat
11. fishing
15. Memorial Day
16. summer
17. June
18. social
19. dues
20. gla
21. slalom

GRAVEL LAKE MERCHANDISE
T-shirts, hats, and towels for sale.

T-shirts: $15 ($12 for kids)
Hats: $10

Towels: $25
Limited sizes and colors available.

Contact Suzanne Reed at 269-808-0327 or
Carlie Stogis 630-461-6200 to purchase items

DOWN:

1. Fourth of July
3. hamburgers
4. Gravel Lake
10. pontoon
11. friends
12. vest
13. family
14. Labor Day
17. July
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Jamie Paramski, Editor
jparamski@gmail.com

John Boroughf, Ads

Jim McGreal, Design 
jim@jmcstudios.com

Spencer McGreal, Production/Graphics
spencer@jmcstudios.com

Melissa Dunigan, Contributing writer
Marc Mascarello, Contributing writer
Tricia Barker, Contributing writer

Chip Van Schoyck, Printer

Chip's Ad

NEWSLETTER STAFF
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Gravel Lake Association

Membership Form:  January 2012 - December 2012

Fill out and mail to:
Gravel Lake Association, P.O. Box 531, Lawton, MI 49065

This document is also available on the website @ www.gravellake.org.

Please print clearly.

Member name(s):

Beach:     Lake Phone:

Gravel Lake Address:        Lawton, MI 49065

Home Address:

City:      State:    Zip:

Home Phone:

E-mail address:

Please print clearly. Mail Check or Money Order payable to Gravel Lake Association

Membership dues for 2012           $35.00 

Optional Riparian magazine            $  8.00

Additional donation         __________

Fish Stocking Donation   $10.00     $15.00     $25.00   or   Other   __________

Total Enclosed         __________

Please indicate where your Riparian should be sent (circle one):  home  lake

$
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Classified ads — Free for paid members!
A reminder to all dues-paying members that classified ads on the 
website are a free benefit of your membership.  This includes adver-
tising your personal business.  Links to websites or color advertising 
can be discussed as well, but may entail a fee.  Questions and ads 
can be emailed to Jim McGreal at jim@jmcstudios.com. 
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Gravel Lake Association
P.O. Box 531
Lawton,  MI 49065
www.gravellake.org

Apply Address Here
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